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to the god on the ground of its hostility to the deity ; in
short, the god is sacrificed to himself on the ground that
he is his own enemy. This happened to Dionysus,1 and
it may have happened to Demeter also. And in fact the Pigsinthe
rites of one of her festivals, the Thesmophoria, bear out the ^e Th^s-
view that originally the pig was an embodiment of the mophoria.
corn-goddess herself, either Demeter or her daughter and
double Persephone. The Attic Thesmophoria was an
autumn festival, celebrated by women alone in October,2
and appears to have represented with mourning rites the
descent of Persephone (or Demeter) 8 into the lower world,
and with joy her return from the dead.4 Hence the name
Descent or Ascent variously applied to the first, and the
name Kalligeneia (fair-born) applied to the third day of the
festival. Now from an old scholium on Lucian6 we learn
some details about the mode of celebrating the Thes-
mophoria, which shed important light on the part of the
festival called the Descent or the Ascent. The scholiast
tells us that it was customary at the Thesmophoria to throw
pigs, cakes of dough, and branches of pine-trees into " the
chasms of Demeter and Persephone/' which appear to have
been sacred caverns or vaults.6 In these caverns or vaults

1  See above, vol. i. pp. 22 sq.               must be borne steadily in mind.

2  As to the Thesmophoria see   my         * Plutarch,    Isis    et    Osiris >    69;
article "Thesmophoria"in the Encyclo-      Photius, Lexicon^ s,v. crrfyia.

paedia Britannica, Ninth Edition, vol.         6 E.   Rohde,   " Unedirte   Lucians-

xxiii. 295 sqq.; August Mommsen, Feste      scholien, die attischen Thesmophorien

der Stadt Athen im Altertum (Leipsic,      und   Haloen  betreffend,"  Rheinisches

1898), pp. 308 sqq. ', Miss J. E. Haris-      Museum, N.F.,  xxv.  (1870)  p. 548 ;

son, Prolegomena to the Study of Greek      Scholia in Ludanunij   ed.   H.   Rabe

Religion* (Cambridge, 1908), pp.  120      (Leipsic, 1906), pp. 275 sq.   Two pas-

sgq. ; M. P. Nilsson,  Griechische Feste     sages   of   classical   writers   (Clement

(Leipsic, 1906), pp.  313 sqq. ; L. R.      of Alexandria,   Protrept.  ii.   17,   and

Farnell, The Cults of the Greek States>      Pausanias, ix.  8. I) refer to the rites

iii.  (Oxford,  1907) pp.   75 sqq.     At      described  by the scholiast on Lucian,

Thebes and in Delos the Thesmophoria     and  had been   rightly interpreted   by

was held in summer, in the month of     Chr.   A.   Lobeck   (Aglaophamus,   pp.

Metageitnion(August).   SeeXenophon,      827 sqq.} before the discovery of the

Hellenica, v.  2.   29 ; M.   P.   Nilsson,      scholia.
Griechische Feste, pp. 316 sq.                        6 The scholiast speaks   of  them as

3  Photius, Lexicon, s.v.o-Trjvia, speaks      megara and adyta.     The name megara
of the ascent of Demeter from the lower     is thought to be derived from a Phoe-
world ;  and   Clement   of   Alexandria     mcian word meaning " cavern,"" sub-
speaks of both Demeter and Persephone      terranean chasm/'  the  Hebrew nTJJD.
as having been engulfed in the chasm      See   F.   C.   Movers,   Die   Phoenizier
(Prottept. ii.   17).    The original equi-      (Bonn,    1841),    i.    220.      In   Greek
valence of  Demeter   and   I'eisephone      usage  the tnegara were  properly sub-